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FIRMING THE NETWORK

T

he Anglo-Chinese School education was never meant
to be finite. ACS was an identity that the boys wore
with pride during their school days and which they
would take with them even after leaving school, going out to
work and starting a family with boys of their own. The ties
that bind the Old Boys to their alma mater run deep, so that
the first few batches of school leavers became the first alumni,
deciding on a life-long association with their beloved school.
Hence, a loose alumni network was born.
The Anglo-Chinese School Old Boys’ Association (ACS
OBA) is traditionally a self-funding voluntary organisation.
It is manned by a team of faithful Old Boys who rally
together to work for the betterment of the alma mater. The
OBA regularly provides a platform for personal contact and
organises numerous activities for its members.
A quick look at the profile of the loyal alumni supporters
indicates that most of them are “true-blue” ACSians, having

gone through the full 12 years in ACS. The ACS spirit and
bonding among alumni and with the School are the fruit of
years of camaraderie. As a result, they have a unique sense of
loyalty and gratitude to their alma mater. Their generosity
whether in kind or otherwise has never been found wanting.
Dr Lee Suan Yew, a distinguished Old Boy and
Chairman of the Board of Management of ACS (I) (19901995), recalls in an interview with THE ACSIAN:
“The ‘Old Boy’ network is most evident when it
comes to fund-raising.
The support we get from the Old Boys is remarkable.
The ‘ACS Spirit’ is unfathomable. It is pervasive.”
Indeed, the OBA did not merely exist so that the Old
Boys could network among themselves. Both individually
and under the umbrella of the OBA, they made their presence
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felt throughout all ACS units via three distinct events that
have since become firm traditions: the annual Founder’s Day
dinner; fund-raising (e.g., the Fun-o-Rama) and “Past vs
Present” Games.
The ACS units in gratitude have always reserved a
place for the Old Boys or the OBA in significant events in the
Schools’ history. For example, the Schools will usually invite
an Old Boy as its Guest-of-Honour during Founder’s Day,
and the opening of sports complexes or new school wings
have always been graced by the OBA.
The Old Boys’ collective loyalty, gratitude, generosity
and passion, as seen in the OBA’s involvement with the ACS
units, are the driving forces of the association that helped
surmount various obstacles that threatened to dissolve the
OBA and relegate it to the annals of ACS history.
It is interesting to delve into the early history of the
ACS OBA and trace the various stages of its development. The
growth and expansion of the association has not been without
vicissitudes. There were times, in the early years, when the
OBA was in danger of fading into oblivion but, thanks to the
unquenchable spirit of ACS and the fiery determination of
the Old Boys, the association forged its way onward.

Old Boys, some of whom were distinguished citizens holding
prominent positions in society then.
Using a list of Old Boys published in the 1912
Prospectus as the basis of his operation, the Rev Nagle
mounted the historic contact campaign. His sole purpose then
was to garner the support of the Old Boys to realise Bishop
Oldham’s dream. Although this dream failed to materialise,
the Rev Nagle’s efforts bore significant fruit.

Responding to the Rev Nagle’s call, a band of stalwart
Old Boys gathered in the ACS Drill Hall, better known as
the ACS (Coleman Street) Chapel Hall on Friday 10 July
1914. It was here that the ACS Old Boys’ Association was
officially formed. A small committee with Mr Ong Soon
Tee as President was appointed to draw up a constitution.
The first OBA dinner was held at Hotel de l’Europe at St
Andrew’s Road the very next day. The public occasion drew
great response and was graced by the presence of Principals
from sister schools as well as consular representatives.
However, the ravages of the Great War (1914-1920)
took its toll on the fledgling organisation. It remained
quiescent for the next 10 years. In 1924, the OBA took shape
with renewed vigour under the leadership of Mr G. H. Kiat
and later by Mr Cheong Koon Seng (1925 - 1929), the latter
hosting annual dinners in his spacious house. The generosity
of the Alumni was evident even then. It is worth noting that
as a result of the involvement of Mr Cheong Koon Seng, the
Methodist Church acquired the Barker Road property in
1924 – the 10-acre property comprising a grand old mansion
which housed Oldham Hall that moved to Barker Road in
1928.
After Mr Cheong’s tenure, the OBA went into yet
another respite from 1930 to 1938. Mr Loh Siew Whye,
then a Senior boy, in a letter to the editor of the 1938 ACS
Magazine, laments:

The ACS OBA was officially formed on 10 July 1914,
28 years after the start of ACS at Amoy Street. Early accounts
by the Rev C. B. Paul and Mr Chan Siew Jiang in the 1959
ACS Magazine seem to indicate that the birth of the OBA
came about by accident rather than design.
Bishop William F. Oldham, the Founder of ACS, had
a grand vision for the School as early as 1914. He wanted
to build an ACS College. The arduous task of building this
college fell upon the shoulders of the Rev J. S. Nagle, the
Principal of ACS (1913-1922). He felt that the task could
not be accomplished without the combined efforts of the
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“Too much of the work of the Association, we
presume, was left in the hands of Old Boys who were
old in the literal sense of the word; when they died, the
Association died with them.”

future of the OBA, it is now no more a question of survival
but of progress, sustained co-operation, and constructive
endeavour and expansion.”
(ACS Magazine 1941)
However, this optimism did not last long. In February
1942, Singapore fell to the Japanese, and although the ACS
buildings did not suffer significant structural damage, the
School, like the rest of the schools, remained mainly closed.
Sadly, the OBA was forced into another hiatus until after
the Japanese Occupation. This was, perhaps the most trying
period in the history of the OBA. It saw the demise of many
of its stalwart members who fell prey to the atrocities of war.
Nonetheless, the spirit of ACS refused to be quenched and
continued to thrive in the hearts of the Old Boys, scattered
as they were.

The OBA continued to exist theoretically but had
ceased to function except for dinners held sporadically over
the next 10 years. Interestingly, the ACS Spirit never relented
and continued to stir the hearts of the Old Boys. The revival
of the ACS OBA was desired by many.
This continual outcry to rouse the ACS OBA from its
slumber became a reality on Founder’s Day, 1 March 1938.
About 30 Old Boys gathered in the ACS Hall and unanimously
decided that the OBA should be revived. A general meeting
was held and Mr Tan Chin Tuan was elected President.
Under his able leadership, the association received its greatest
impetus. The Annual and Life membership subscriptions
were fixed at $1 and $15 respectively, resulting in a rapid
increase in membership to 433 by October 1939 and 562 a
year later. The 1940 Founder’s Day Dinner was a resounding
success with over 120 present at the Coleman Street Hall,
characterised by “boyish freedom and friendliness”.

The devotion of the Old Boys to the OBA never waned
in spite of the prevalent adverse conditions. In March 1946,
just months after the war, the association was given a new
thrust by a group of enthusiastic Old Boys headed by Mr
Yap Pheng Geck. It spluttered into life once again, ironically
in the very place where it was born – the Chapel Hall in
Coleman Street. This was the first meeting of the association
since November 1941.
It is interesting to note that Mr Yap, who created the ACS
crest in 1930, was also involved with the OBA logo which was
incorporated as a badge distributed free to members in 1941.
The crest which includes a majestic-looking creature guarding
the destinies of both the ACS and the Old Boys’ Association,
is a combination of the British lion, the American eagle and
the Chinese dragon. It represented the three great nations that
contributed to the welfare and progress of the Sschool and
remains an icon of ACS immortalised in the school badge.
Mr T.W. Ong, the elected President (1946-1947), gave
a stirring speech to the members present that day, urging the

In 1941, the OBA reported with much enthusiasm:
“Looking back over the three years that have elapsed
since the revival of the ACS Old Boys’ Association, we can
surely say, without any attempt at exaggeration that a
considerable amount of work has been done, a good deal
of ground has been covered and much has been achieved.
There have been difficulties and mistakes. There are, and
there will still be difficulties and defects; but as regards the
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members to respond and come forward in large numbers to
put the association once more on a sound footing. On this
special occasion, the term “ACSian” was first coined. This
cognomen remains the axiom of ACS till this day.

their business connections, the mammoth task to propel ACS
to even greater heights became less formidable.

New perspectives
The war years brought a new perspective in the manner
people viewed the post-war world. The Old Boys of the
association were no exception. It dawned on them that if the
OBA were to make its mark at all, it must re-invent itself,
become more dynamic and take more than just an avuncular
interest in the affairs of the school. It must identify itself with
the aspirations of the alma mater and assume a proactive role.
Only then could it progress from being a mere extension of
the School to a full-fledged association with a distinct identity
of its own. Thus began the most active era of its existence
since its formation in 1941. Sports and literary activities were
introduced into the calendar and the annual Founder’s Day
Dinner became a regular feature again. The Association grew
from strength by strength and matured, extending its support
to the School in many ways.
The most dramatic evidence of this support was in the
many school-building and expansion projects supported by
the Association after World War II. The expansion of the
school began in 1948 and continued through the 1950s. The
new Secondary School at Barker Road, and the new Primary
School in Coleman Street cost almost $2.5 million. Rising
to the occasion, Old Boys, pupils, teachers and well-wishers
rose to the occasion through personal donations, and rallying
resources from within and the wider community. Their labour
of love was further exemplified in the building of the Lee
Hall in 1963 for Pre-University classes and the Shaw Pool
and Tan Chin Tuan Gymnasium in 1968; the school Sports
Complex in 1970 and the Anglo-Chinese Junior College
in1978. The fund-raising efforts involved the whole ACS
family and resulted in a succession of “Fun-O-Ramas” that
have since become synonymous with the School. Thanks to
the goodwill and generosity of the Old Boys network and

Having accomplished the mission of building the
School at Barker Road, the OBA was hungry to take on greater
challenges. Members became aware of the need to go beyond
one-off events and annual dinners to something deeper and
having more impact on the collective ACS community. There
was a growing desire among the Old Boys for an intimate
concern in the welfare of the school and so the need for a
Board of Governors was felt and first discussed in 1951. The
Secretary, Dr Ong Swee Law, stated this new aspiration of the
Association in a report:
“The committee has approached the Methodist
Church with regard to the formation of a Board of
Governors for the school. It submitted that the Association
has always given its willing services to the school in time
of need and that it would be in keeping with its increasing
stature and maturity to hold responsible office in a body
which concerns itself in matters pertaining to the school.
Our main purpose has been to promote closer ties with the
alma mater and render more effective help to the school.”

The Association’s request for a Board of Governors for
the ACS was finally approved after lengthy negotiations in
1954. Formal recognition of its crucial role within the School
was enshrined in the Constitution of the 11-member ACS
Board of Governors. The General Committee of the OBA
would nominate three members to represent the OBA on the
Board. The first OBA members representing the Association
on the newly-constituted Board were Dr A.W.S. Thevathasan,
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identify with and call “home” away from home. In 1957,
the OBA began to explore the possibility of erecting an
OBA Clubhouse to cater to the social needs of its fraternity.
However, this did not fully materialise. Instead, with the
completion of the new school in Coleman Street and the
generosity of an Old Boy, Mr Charlie Chia Cheng Guan, a
whole basement became the permanent residence of the OBA.
In February 1962, the fully furnished clubhouse opened its
doors to members for the first time. Literary, sporting and
other social activities were, for a time, held regularly at its
premises. The benefits of being an OBA member became
more tangible and reflected the puissance of the Old Boys
and Old Girls as one consolidated body.
By the late 1960s, the interest in the OBA Clubhouse
and its activities began to wane. In 1970, the OBA relocated
its premises to the newly-erected ACS Sports Complex at
Barker Road with the hope that many of its alumni would
join the association and enjoy its splendid facilities. This
proved to be successful, at least in the early years. By the late
1980s, the OBA Committee was obliged to reassess its focus
and function to meet the changing needs of its expanding
membership. There was a general consensus then that a
permanent secretariat was needed to be established to provide
stability and continuity in order for it to continue effectively as
an active organisation. A permanent secretariat has now been
established at ACS (Barker Road) and continues to function
as the nerve centre of all OBA activities till this day.

Mr Lee Chin Gee and Dr Ong Swee Law. Far from sitting on the
sidelines, the OBA took a bold step to sustain critical participation
in the management of the school and secure its heritage of a
widely acknowledged tradition of all-round excellence for future
generations – a milestone in the history of the OBA.
It is worth noting here that today the OBA nominates
four members to the Board and is consulted on the appointment
of another three representing the wider community; the
remaining four members, including the Chairman, are
nominated by the Methodist Church. It is revealing that,
with few exceptions, even those not nominated by the OBA
have been alumni, if not members of the OBA. Today, the
ACS OBA continues to be a keeper and guardian of the ACS
Spirit and plays a significant role in shaping the policies and
direction of the School.

With so much on its plate, the OBA had to make sure
that it did not spread itself too thin. New blood and fresh
ideas were needed to ensure continuity of the Association’s
active participation in ACS events and policies. This led to
a revision of the rules embodied in its Constitution in 1951.
The subscription for life membership was reduced to $10, the
septennial subscription to $5. The membership clause was
amended to permit girls who graduated from the PSC (Post
School Certificate) classes in ACS to be ordinary members of
the Association. In 1955, further amendments were made to
open the doors of ordinary membership to the Old Boys of
the Anglo Chinese Continuation School – Methodist Boys’
Afternoon School and Oldham Methodist School. The OBA
continued to grow in number and in relevance under the able
leadership of successive presidents.

The annual Founder’s Day Dinners organised by the
OBA rose to new prominence in the 1960s and became “red
letter” days in the life of the Association and the School. The
traditional venue, the Lee Kuo Chuan Auditorium, could no
longer accommodate the increasing number of enthusiastic
diners who attended the function annually. The success of
the hugely popular dinners was due largely to the efforts of a

Towards a permanent home base
Now that the OBA had made its mark on the social
fabric of ACS, it needed a tangible sign for its members to
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faithful Old Boy, Mr Yong Ngim Djin, who stood at the helm
of the organising committee from 1949 till the late 1970s.
Another annual fixture of the OBA, the “Past vs
Present” matches in football, hockey, basketball, rugby and
cricket, emanated in the mid-1930s. These matches drew
much response from the Old Boys who took great interest in
sports and the promotion of sportsmanship. As a consequence,
talented Old Boys answered the call of the alma mater and
returned to coach the school teams. Perhaps, they were stirred
by the words of the former ACS Sports Secretary and teacher,
Mr Chan Siew Jiang, in a speech made in 1938:
“What have we to offer you in return? Nothing
much. We offer you the traditions of the School to keep,
safeguard and uphold and we trust that in whatever walk
of life you may be, you will endeavour to be sporting –
sporting in all the true sense that the word implies.”
By the early 1960s, the OBA had grown into an extensive
network and felt that its support should be made available to
all students and teachers of the ACS, past and present, with
those extending the helping hand drawn from the same ACS
family who are in more fortunate circumstance. The OBA
instituted a series of scholarships and funds for students and
teachers alike so that ACS would not only be synonymous
with premier education but also the cradle for nurturing a
caring and compassionate society.

This was evident as early as the 1950s when the T.W.
Hinch Scholarship fund was set up. The study grant is offered
to an ACS teacher who intends to go abroad to pursue a course
of study and teach in an ACS School upon returning. The
Lim Song Scholarship, founded by an Old Boy in 1965, is a
scholarship available for ACS students entering a course of
study in a tertiary institution. In 1966, the OBA Meritorious
Awards (previously known as the OBA Medals or Pingat

Jasa OBA) were given to outstanding secondary and primary
students. The list of scholarships awarded has since been
extended. In 1991, the Wong Nang Eong Scholarship was set
up in memory of late Dr Wong, a past president of the ACS
OBA. Mr Tan Chin Tuan donated a series of scholarships. One
of them, the Thio Chan Bee scholarship was in honour of Dr
Thio, a distinguished Old Boy and the first Asian principal of
ACS. These scholarships were administered through the OBA
to encourage academic excellence.
In 2000, the ACS OBA established a Teachers’ Welfare
Fund with the primary objective of providing financial
assistance to needy retired teachers.

The School, which had to adapt itself quickly to
meet the demands of 21st century education, expanded
significantly from the 1970s to the 1990s. The ACS Family
has since grown to seven schools: ACS (Independent), ACS
(Barker Road), ACS (Primary), ACS (Junior), ACJC, ACS
(International) and ACS (Jakarta) – an education complex
to be proud of. The School has come a long way since it was
founded 116 years ago. Much of the success in increasing
the stature of ACS and its achievements has hinged decisively
on the engendering of strong support from the ACS OBA.
Suffice it to say, the Old Boys have done the School proud.
The names of Old Boys that appear in this account are few.
The list, however, is by no means exhaustive.
The ACS OBA, as has the ACS, has evolved with the
times and reached many milestones since. Along the way, the
OBA came to realise that it was not enough to get new blood
into the Association but young blood as well if it were to achieve
many more milestones in the future. Younger members would
be able to inject vibrancy and vitality into the Association’s
profile. In 1991, the ACS OBA Youth Chapter was formed
with the purpose of increasing the number of youth members
in the OBA. It was seen as a bridge to narrow the existing age
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far-ﬂung ACS Family. This portal provides the opportunities
and support for networking, be it social or business and a
channel for discussion on any ACS-related subject.
As we trace the history of the OBA, it is obvious that
this Association continues to strive to maintain the vision
as enunciated by our founder, Bishop William Oldham,
safeguarding and upholding the ACSian spirit and its tradition
of excellence for the generations of today and those to come.

gap in the OBA and be a medium for younger OBA members
to play a signiﬁcant role in service to the School, the OBA and
the community at large. THE ACSIAN newsletter, which had
been for many years, the principal means of communication
by which the OBA reached out to its members, ceased
publication in 2001. In its place, the OBA launched its own
internet portal www.acsoba.net on 1 March 2001.The OBA
now makes full use of its website to manage and maintain the
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A LIFE-LONG IDENTITY

T

ideals. Some Old Boys went back and became teachers in
this non-pension system. Remarkable.”
(The Sunday Times, 3 Feb 2002)

he spirit of giving and serving the School and the
community was, and is, the distinctive hallmark of
the boys in the ACS units. The Old Boys carried
away this spirit of giving and serving in their hearts when
they graduated from school. They saw their service as much
more than a mere repayment of a debt owed to the School or
a responsibility to the alma mater, although these were cogent
reasons enough. Instead, they saw it as an investment in the
ongoing process of moulding and shaping their own identities
as role models to the existing ACS boys and the furtherance
of the ACS creed and tradition. The Old Boys also absorbed
valuable lessons on service from their teachers, many of whom
worked in the early years of the school without pension or
healthcare benefits. Sembawang GRC MP Warren Lee, a
paediatric endocrinologist, fondly recalls:

Mr Eric Low, a business development director, echoes
similar sentiments:
“There is a strong bond between the ACS Old Boys
and teachers. When I did my nine days of campaigning, I
felt that their support was there for me. I felt this way even
when I lost. It is a great source of psychological strength as
you know you are not alone.”
(ACS ECHO, Feb-Mar 2002)
Strange as it may seem to others, the ACS Spirit drew
many to return to the School even years after they had left.
These Old Boys served selflessly over the years; hardly counting
the cost that working in an aided-school would accrue them.

“They (The teachers) set examples of what it was
like to be in an environment where people believed in
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Notable among them is Mr Earnest Lau whose name is almost
synonymous with ACS. He joined the ACS Family in 1937
as a young boy and left the school after passing the School
Certificate examinations in 1947. Upon completing his
tertiary education, he returned to his alma mater in 1955.
He rose through the ranks, from a teacher to Senior Assistant
(1970) and Principal in 1977 – an illustrious career spanning
over 45 years. His affection for the ACS Family shines through
as he recollects his experiences in an interview:

Old Boys like Mr Fong Seng Narp, Mr Lim Teck Hua, Mr
Ng Kim Liang and Mr Quek Hon Yan chose to tread the same
path. These ACSians graduated from the Senior Cambridge
Class of 1955 and returned to serve their alma mater as
teachers. Interestingly, they have done so for more than 40
years in the same school – Anglo-Chinese Junior School. There
are other Old Boys and Girls, too numerous to name, who were
likewise shaped and inﬂuenced by the School. They not only
responded to the noble call of duty to serve the institution that
had nurtured them and made them who they are, but went on
to shape the lives of the charges under them, ensuring that the
ACS Spirit and its unique ethos remain undiluted.

“In my association with the School, I have been
privileged to teach a wide spectrum of pupils, with mixed
academic interests and abilities. There were bright scholars
as well as those less bright or who did not find scholarship
exactly to their taste; there were leaders and the followers (as
well as those who refused to follow); there were sportsmen as
well spectators…in a word, we had a nice mixed bag, with
all the challenges and opportunities that this produced.
As a teacher, I agonised, often exasperated, but soldiered
on because I was confident that the School that had been
founded by an educationist (with his equally illustrious
wife), had been built on a firm foundation.”
(THE ACSIAN, February 1997)

Yet others contributed their talents and time in the
field of sports. Old Boys, like Mr Swee Lim Swang and Mr
Wong Siew Yee, answered the OBA’s appeal to coach the
School teams in the early years. Mr Swee coached the School
soccer team in 1958. A competent coach and a silver medallist
in the SEAP Games (1969), Mr Wong coached the Senior
gymnastics group on Saturday afternoons in the 1970s. These
Old Boys, having imbibed the ACS tradition and values in
their early years, returned to impart these unique values to their
charges. They helped mould these young men into exemplary
ACSian sportsmen displaying a certain dedication, a certain
sportsmanship which drove them to win with integrity and to
lose with dignity, if it came to that. Not surprising therefore,
many of the physical education instructors and sports coaches
in the ACS units are Old Boys. Also, the ACS units continue
to enjoy strong support from Old Boys who volunteer their
unselfish devotion in training the ACS boys and girls in
athletics, games, music, and so on.
These commendable Old Boys whether in their capacity
as teachers, sports secretaries, coaches or counsellors, continue
to persevere to develop the potential of each student. The long
hours, the struggles and the sacrifices that they have made have

The late Dr Tay Eng Soon, recounts the experiences of
Mr Yong Njim Djin, a stalwart Old Boy and a teacher, in his
speech at the ACS Centennial Dinner on 1 March 1986:
“Mr Yong Njim Djin, one of our oldest teachers, for
example, told me how he joined the ACS as a boarder in
Oldham Hall on 1916. He was then 13 and was sent to
Singapore from Bangka for his schooling. Instead of joining
the School at Primary 1, he had to start at Primary 0. 0
stands for overaged. I asked him if he had any regrets in
remaining as a teacher. Mr Yong was emphatic. He said he
would gladly become a teacher if he had his time all over
again. He had found teaching spiritually very satisfying
although he knew that one could not become rich in it.”
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played no small part in contributing to the success of ACS and
in building up a sense of cohesiveness and loyalty among the
student body to be ACSians for life, as they themselves are.
Mr Victor Chia, the President of ACS OBA (19962000) attempts to decipher this unique phenomenon of the
making of an ACSian for life in this account:

Dr Ivor Thevathasan, a stalwart of ACS OBA, a past deputy
chairman of the ACS (Independent) Board of Management
shares his intimate relationship with the ACS Family:
“My grandfather, Rev Samuel Thevathasan, taught
Latin and Maths in ACS and from 1950 to 1955 and
was the Principal of ACCS (Anglo-Chinese Continuation
School). My father, Dr Arthur Thevathasan, OBE, was an
active community leader and served both the ACS Board
of Governors and our OBA (in 1952/54 as President).
My wife, Maureen Lim, had her education in MGS and
taught as a graduate teacher in ACS for 6 years from 1971.
Like me, my son Walter studied from Primary One to PreUniversity in ACS. We are a “True Blue” ACSian Family
and we are proud of it.”
(THE ACSIAN, February 1996)

“I believe the nurturing of the ACSian begins with
the school culture. The ACSian Spirit is continuously
being cultivated beginning from the moment you become
involved in the School. This is the Spirit that is the very
essence of what makes an ACSian – the spirit of selfconfidence, a sense of loyalty and faith in the team, and a
fundamental belief that ACS is the best. The same Spirit
assists and is assisted by the unique environment that is
ACS. The physical aspects such as buildings and facilities,
and visual and vocal stimuli, including the school badge
and school anthem, all help in the development of this
Spirit. Yet, it is the Spirit that helps develop and improve
its own environment. It is a dynamic and on-going cycle,
which must continue indefinitely in order to keep the
unique character and tradition of ACS alive. Each of us
who becomes a part of this order has no choice but to play
an active role in its development.”
(THE ACSIAN, October 1996)

In the same vein, Mr Cecil Wong was the President
of OBA (1958-1960). His son, David was an active member
(1990-1995) of the OBA Management Committee and
another, Norman, was the Chaplain at ACS Independent.
Their grandsons, as their sons, are in ACS. Commonplace
as such instances may be, they assert the fact that the ACS
units continue to be driven by the enduring contributions and
involvement of loyal alumni.
It goes to show that though generations of ACSians
may come and go, the Spirit of ACS lives forever. Its output
has always been the same – men (and women) who cherish
the two mottoes that have been known and used by ACS for
over a century; “ACS for Ambition, Character and Service”
and “The Best is Yet to Be.” These Old Boys are not solely
ambitious, nor only full of character, nor simply imbued with
the idea of service – but men whose first ambition is to be men
of character and service. Their life-long identity ever rests on
a noble character expressing itself in unselfish and devoted
service with the aim that “The Best is Yet to Be.”

Others claim that this inimitable ACS Spirit that
manifests itself when one is in School, gets into the blood.
Thus, like the salmon that returns to the streams of their birth
to give rise to new generations, the Old Boys return to ACS
to make certain the young remain thriving. There is ample
evidence to support this notion – many of the Old Boys hailed
from families that have a close association with the School.
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CONTINUING THE TRADITION
Highlights And Special Events

and a photo centre-spread which focussed on special events in
the Schools. However, with the launch of the ACS ECHO for
the ACS Family in May 2000, THE ACSIAN newsletter ceased
publication. In its place, a new web portal www.ascsoba.net was
launched in March 2001. In keeping up with the concept and
lifestyle of the global village, the OBA has now plunged into
the information age, providing an anchor point and a cyber
meeting place for the whole ACS community.
Another initiative to foster kinship among the alumni
was the launch of the OCBC ACS OBA Affinity Card
programme in 1993. This credit card offers many exclusive
and attractive terms and privileges to the Old Boys. More
importantly, it serves as a tangible memorabilia, constantly
reminding the members of their special links to the ACS OBA
and the School.
While these initiatives focus on improving
communication amongst its various members, the OBA also

O

ver the years, the ACS OBA has continued to
evolve and transform itself to become more relevant
to its members. The values and attitudes which
were appropriate in the past had to be adjusted to meet the
novel challenges that have emerged. At the same time, the
OBA had the responsibility of preserving the traditions of its
predecessors to ensure that the solidarity and the ACS Spirit
that governed the level of commitment and allegiance to the
School remains undimmed.
Keeping this in mind, the ACS OBA spearheaded several
initiatives to improve the eﬀectiveness of the alumni. One such
initiative was the launch of THE ACSIAN newsletter that made
its debut in 1977. The main purpose of the newsletter was to
inform members of the OBA of the various activities of the
OBA and the ACS units. In 1998, the newsletter had a face-lift,
going full colour with regular interviews of the School Principals
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As with the dinners of yesteryears, the various ACS units
provide the entertainment for the day. Dinner is served amidst
the jovial and congenial chatter that usually predominates
when friends gather. Memories of the old school days are
revived as old nicknames surface again and the bantering
and cajoling continue through the night. The ACS Spirit and
ésprit de corps truly unfolds as the ACS clan sings the school
anthem with lusty enthusiasm. For many years, the evening
used to end with a stirring rendition of “Auld Lang Syne” as
tears collect in the eyes of many Old Boys, perhaps in memory
of this quote from Julius Caesar:

organises several events to meet the social, physical and spiritual
needs of the expanding fraternity. Notable among them is the
Annual Founder’s Day Dinner, Past vs Present Games and
fund-raising efforts that have become the hallmarks of ACS,
hailing from days of yore.

Founder’s Day Dinner
The Founder’s Day Dinner originated from the first
OBA Reunion Dinner held on 11 July, 1914 at the Hotel de
l’Europe on St Andrew’s Road. These dinners continued to be
held annually, albeit with a few breaks, on Founder’s Day. In
the year 1936, the Founder’s Day Dinner took prominence at
the School’s Golden Jubilee celebrations. The dinner held at
Robinson Café drew the curiosity of the local press and was
reported in the Malaya Tribune.

“If we meet again, we’ll smile indeed. If not, then
this parting was well made.”

Past vs Present Games
The Past vs Present Games is another feature of the
rich ACS tradition. The OBA organises the games annually
to bring about greater camaraderie among alumni and the
ACS units. The friendly rivalry can be noticed in the reports
printed in the pre-war ACS magazines, as well as anecdotal
accounts of Old Boys who participated.
They were a tradition probably starting from the
Golden Jubilee celebrations of the School in 1936. A series
of games – soccer, hockey and cricket – drew a large number
of Old Boys. Age and experience extolled against youth and
enthusiasm and the Old Boys won all three matches with a
clean sweep. Since then, (except for the Japanese Occupation),
the Past vs Present Games have been held annually. During the
years immediately preceding the war, the OBA took especial
interest in sports, spurred on by the achievements of Old Boys
such as Yeo Choon Bee (athletics), Lim Hee Chin (tennis),
Cecil Wong and Cheong Thiam Siew (cricket) and E. Ebert
(hockey) in the local sporting scene. Mr Yong Ngim Djin, the
Chairman of the OBA Sports Committee (1941), reports the
state of sports in the OBA then:

Today, the Founder’s Day Dinner continues to be a
significant event in the ACS calendar. The number of diners
has since swelled to over a thousand, as compared to the modest
250 who first gathered in 1914. However, the event continues
to be truly a congregation of the sons and daughters of the
ACS Family – a nostalgic assembly of many generations of
ACS boys and girls ranging from octogenarians to teenagers.
The presence of the Old Boys, Principals and Staff of the ACS
units and distinguished guests from the Methodist Church and
the Civil Service evokes an atmosphere of passive dignity and a
tinge of grandeur to the auspicious event. Eloquent speeches,
often reminiscing of the glorious past and the challenges of the
future, reverberate through the air. The auspicious occasion
also sees the presentation of the OBA Meritorious Awards
to outstanding students and Long Service Awards (Gold &
Silver) to teachers. However, the practice of presenting Long
Service Awards was properly taken over by the ACS Board of
Governors in 1997.

“The ACS OBA is very much alive in the field of
sports. It has not got into its stride yet; but whenever it
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made an appearance it has shown itself a team not to be
lightly treated. Potentially we are one of the best sides in
the Colony in almost all the popular games…”
(ACS Magazine, 1941)

Food and Fun Fairs were organised in the early 1950s for the
ACS Building Fund and the activities of the OBA. These early
efforts included supporting a succession of “Fun-O-Ramas”
that have since become synonymous with the School.
The OBA continued relentlessly in the past to invite
the Old Boys to donate generously towards the building
expansion projects. One such invitation, armed with a gentle
prod, appears in the OBA annual report in 1959:

The Old Boys continued to participate actively in the
School Sports Day and the Swimming Carnival. In addition,
inter-OBA matches with the OBAs of other schools were also
organised.

“Our sister schools have, therefore pledged to raise
$100,000 of the $200 000 more, that is needed. Old Boys,
particularly those who have been shy with their proverbial
‘widow’s mite’ and those who have not yet donated to the
Building Fund will now want to match the support the girl
schools have pledged to give with their loyalty. A dollar for
dollar will just make it even. But the Association is sure the
Old Boys love their old school more.”
Chan Siew Jiang, Hon Secretary (1959)

In the 1960s, the Past vs Present Games expanded its
repertoire of games to include badminton, basketball, tennis,
chess, rugby and a host of others. The games were held over a
period of time in various venues. They drew crowds of Old Boys,
present boys and members of the public. The interest in the Past
vs Present Games was so overwhelming that the OBA had no
diﬃculty in ﬁelding Old Boys (and Girls) for the various games.
In 1978, the Past vs Present Games Festival was celebrated and
for the ﬁrst time, all the games were played on the same day at
the sprawling new grounds of Anglo-Chinese Junior College.
Today, the Games continue to attract a large following of
Old and Present boys from the ACS units, providing a muchappreciated opportunity for the past and present members of
the ACS’s sports fraternity to get together on the ﬁeld. A spirit
of fellowship and fun continues to prevail throughout the
games, and while the participants, both Past and Present, give
their best, the results of the matches are of secondary interest.
When the battleﬁelds are cleared and the scores counted, the
Past continues to “whitewash” the Present, winning most of the
games, proving conclusively that they have not lost their edge.

Through its nominees on the School Boards, as well as
its individual members, the OBA has been in the forefront of
the various school development and fund-raising eﬀorts. In the
1970s, the ACS family embarked on one of its most ambitious
projects – the construction of Anglo-Chinese Junior College.
In 1976, the OBA held a grand donation dinner at ShangriLa Hotel to raise $100,000 for the ACJC Building Fund. A
number of generous Old Boys took care of the bill for the whole
dinner and a sum of almost $130,000 was raised. Subsequently,
in 1978, another donation dinner was held and more than $250
000 was successfully raised for the College building fund.

In the 1990s, the OBA also played an important role
in raising funds toward the building of ACS (Independent)
in Dover Road and ACPS, which was relocating from its
premises at Coleman Street to Barker Road. The OBA hoped
to raise at least $3 million over the next two years. The resolute

Fund-raising Efforts
The ACS OBA has a rich tradition of helping the School
to raise funds, the most dramatic evidence of this in the many
school-building and expansion projects after World War II.
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has organised meetings, talks and occasionally seminars that
were generally well attended. The committee functioned
under the aegis of the ACS Board of Governors from 1986
to 1993. Thereafter, it became a sub-committee of the OBA.
In 1995, the committee felt that it should enlarge its focus
from organising large dinner meetings to include smaller, but
regular monthly meetings featuring a speaker. As of 2001, the
prayer meetings have been held jointly with the PSG (Parent
Support Group) prayer committees.
The ACS OBA continues to be a vibrant community,
regularly providing platforms for personal contact between
the members of the fraternity and the ACS Family as a whole.
The Association strives to be relevant, organising events to
meet the varied needs of its members while remaining staunch
in its support for the ACS Family. While the Association may
seem to assume a social veneer, the thread that binds the Old
Boys together is much stronger and runs deeper than merely
social. Deputy Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong stated the
reasons in his Founder’s Day Address:

Old Boys started serious work mapping out strategies to tap
the different ACS sectors. Leaflets were sent out to the Old
Boys, supporters and sponsors informing them of the project.
To meet its target, a Gala Charity Dinner was held in 1991
which raised almost $350 000. In 1992, the OBA organised
a Walkathon – a mass walk – from ACJS to Barker Road
and back to Dover Road. About 5,000 students, teachers,
parents and Old Boys participated in the event. The four
Schools raised some $200,000 from this event. In the same
year, another ACS Gala Dinner was held. This event raised
$669,000 for the ACS Building Fund.
The commitment of the OBA towards meeting its
fund-raising objective gave rise to the ACS Golf Classic in
1992. The event saw generous donations from participants
and sponsors and has since become an annual fund-raising
event of the OBA. It continues to draw wide support from
the ACS fraternity. Besides contributing towards the Schools’
projects, it also serves to reaffirm the participants’ loyalty
to ACS and engender interaction and fellowship amongst
the ACS Family. The OBA continues its active support of
the fund-raising efforts through canvassing on behalf of the
School as well as organising events through the Central Fund
Raising Committee of the Board of Governors.

“In ACS, the hard work of generations of ACSians
has built up the tradition and reputation of the School.
Over the years, they have carved out a distinctive ACS
identity, characterised by a certain ethos of self-confidence,
maturity, civic-consciousness and competitive fraternity.”
1 March 2001

The OBA Christian Fellowship
The ACS OBA Fellowship and Worship Committee
was formed in 1986 with the objective of bringing together
Old Boys who have through the years lost contact with one
another and with their ties with the Methodist Church. The
first meeting held at the Barker Road auditorium drew more
than 150 Old Boys and teachers. Over the years the committee

As alumni, they see it as a responsibility to the young
ACSians in School today to look towards them as a source of
light, of encouragement and of inspiration, hopeful that in
time to come, they too, will take on the mantle of leadership
and guide other young ACSians that follow them.

400

CHAPTER FOUR
ANGLO-CHINESE SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE

T

However, the new millennium will surely provide new
challenges which the OBA must resolutely face and overcome.
First, the burden of sharing in the management of a premier
group of school units in Singapore with thousands of students
can be an uphill task. Thus, the OBA must ensure that there
are enthusiastic Old Boys to take over and carry the ACS torch
in succession. It is crucial that the members of the OBA select
the right ACSians, with the same ACS spirit of endeavour, to
run its Management Committee and support ACS venturing
into the future.
Second, ACS has always been run and managed as a
single institution. From a cultural, psychological and spiritual
standpoint, there have never been any barriers among the
various ACS units and all their significant practices demonstrate
that they are ONE. However, it would be unrealistic to assume
that the same measure of solidarity will naturally continue to
unite the ACS units of the future. Staff and students in the

he ACS OBA exists to uphold the alma mater so that
the present and future students will be able to partake
and benefit from the ACS style of education. It is a
manifestation of the School’s success and has been in existence
for over 90 years. It reached several critical junctures in its
past that spelt its impending eclipse but emerged a victor
nonetheless – thanks to the insatiable ACS Spirit that dwelled
in the hearts of the Old Boys then.
Despite the varied challenges encountered by the OBA,
the committee has persevered to build an association that is
credible, strong and active to serve the interests of the ACS
family. Many have contributed to the Association’s remarkable
years, both past and present, in both alumni aspirations and
activities. In like manner, many rewarding relationships were
established and experienced. The Association’s membership
continues to grow and this trend is likely to persist into the
future.
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the Old Boys have gone through the full 12 years in ACS and
vouch that the ACS Spirit and unique bonding among the
alumni are the products of these years of communion. Whether
this same spirit will be shared by the younger ACSians of the
future is an issue that needs to be addressed. This notion is
aptly expressed in this quote from the THE ACSIAN, June
1994:

various units may develop different aspirations and priorities
causing rifts within the ACS Family. Hence, creative and
innovative strategies must be employed to foster and gel the
ACS Spirit in the various School units together. The OBA, as
a stakeholder, has a significant role to play to ensure that the
strong traditions and values of the School remain intact for
generations of ACSians to come.
Third, the OBA can only be as active as its constituent
members would want it to be and if the members are indifferent,
the Association will not be able to sustain its existence. There
have been numerous occasions when efforts of the OBA came
to naught for want of support. The general sense of apathy by
some members towards contributing either in spirit, cash or in
service to the School is a genuine concern for the OBA. The
tide of apathy, left unchecked, will spread and erode the years
of toil that went into building and sustaining the ethos of the
School and the Association. Mr Noris Ong, a past president of
the OBA (1992-1996), notes his observation in THE ACSIAN,
February 1996:

“Solidarity is standing together for the cause is not
a price to be paid, it is the privilege of growing up with
the inheritance and resources of an independent, spirited
and strong-hearted community of considerable standing.
Are we still, and will we be in the future, the ACSians of
our forefathers if to us, ACS is now just another school in
the ranking?”
Fifth, although the OBA as an organisation can only
play a relatively low-key/invisible role in the affairs of the
School, it could re-invent itself so that the concept of and the
concern for the alumni begin during one’s student days and
not when it is time to gain their children’s admission to ACS.
Perhaps, a renewed mission may be in order.
Yet, some things are poised never to change and that
is the OBA’s determination to remain a beacon of truth and
light for the generations of ACSians to come. The pride that
the OBA has in the knowledge of its unique origin certainly
gives hope to a promising future. But, it calls for a renewed
commitment, with oneness of mind and spirit, to help build
and uphold the ACS Spirit for future generations – taking
heed of the words of Mr Victor Chia, a past president of the
OBA (1996-2000):

“The sad fact is, people only remember the OBA
when it comes to Primary One Registration and Secondary
One placement. This is unfortunate. You should do some
soul-searching and first ask yourselves if you truly have
any real links to the school, whether you truly deserve that
priority. As students, we used to sing, ‘ACS is forever’. It is
only as an alumnus that I understood that apart from the
grace of God, it is you and I – alumni – working together
to make sure that this continues to hold true.”
Fourth, it concerns the OBA that some of the better
achievers of ACS from the primary and secondary units are
not continuing their education with ACS, choosing instead
to enrol into what they perceive as a “better” school or
junior college. They switch loyalty at the suggestion – true
or otherwise – of the slightest difference in benefit. It may
be symptomatic of Singaporeans, but what this behaviour
exemplifies in representing the virtues of ACSian loyalty and
a sense of integrity, is food for thought. As alumni, many of

“If we allow the ACS Spirit to be broken, altered or
even diluted and indeed that is what we are doing if we
become complacent, we are actually compromising ourselves
and our children and allowing others to take charge and
control our lives and destinies.”
The Best is Yet to Be.
THE ACSIAN, October 1996
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ACS Old Boys’ Association Presidents
1914
1924
1925
1938
1941
1942
1946
1948
1951
1952
1955
1958
1961
1964

- 1931
- 1941
- 1945
- 1947
- 1950
- 1954
- 1957
- 1960
- 1963
- 1966

1967 1970 1973 1976 1979 1982 1985 1987 1989
1990
1992 1996 2000 2004 -

Mr Ong Soon Tee
Mr G.H. Kiat
Mr Cheong Koon Seng
Mr Tan Chin Tuan
Dr Choo Teck Guan
(Japanese Occupation)
Mr T.W. Ong
Mr Lee Chin Gee
Dr Ang Swee Hian
Dr A.W.S. Thevathasan
Mr Chen Jan Jee
Mr Cecil Wong
Mr Tan Boon Chiang
Mr Yong Ngim Djin

1969
1972
1975
1978
1981
1984
1986
1988

1996
2000
2004

Dr Ong Swee Law
Mr Alan Yeo
Prof Seah Cheng Siang
Dr Tow Siang Hwa
Dr Albert Wee
Mr Robert Iau
Dr Wong Nang Eong
Mr Lee Liat Cheng
Dr Chen Choong Kong
Mr Glenn Knight
Mr Noris Ong
Mr Victor Chia
Mr Chelva Rajah
Dr Ang Peng Tiam

ACS OBA Management Committe Members as at 2007/2008
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Honorary Secretary
Asst Secretary
Treasurer
Asst Treasurer
Committee Members

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Dr Ang Peng Tiam
Mr Benson Puah Tuan Soon
Dr Teoh Tiong Ann
Mr Chandra Mohan
Mr Albert Ng Yew Tong
Mr Lim Jen Howe
Mr Cheo Chai Hong
Mr Lim Tat
Mrs Mildred Tan
Ms Pauline Khoo Bee Keow
Mr Rayson Seow Han San
Mr Timothy Chew
Mr Jimmie Tay Wee Hiong
Mr Woon Chet Choon
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Mr Ong Soon Tee
elected ﬁrst ACS OBA President,
1914

Mr Cheong Koon Seng,
President, ACS OBA,
1925-1931

Mr Tan Chin Tuan, President,
ACS OBA, 1938-1941

Mr Choo Teck Guan, President,
ACS OBA, 1941

Dr Arthur Thevathasan,
President, ACS OBA,
1952-1954

OBA Committee 1947 – Seated (L to R): Mr G. H. Kiat, Mr T. W. Ong (President), Mr T.W. Hinch, Mr Thio Chan Bee.
Standing (L to R): Dr Ong Swee Law, Mr Dennis Lee, Mr Tan Mong Heng, Dr A.W.S. Thevathasan, Mr Yong Ngim Djin.
Absent: Mr Lee Chin Gee, Mr Yap Pheng Geck, Mr Chen Jan Jee, Mr Koh Choon Hong.
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Mr Chen Jan Jee, President,
ACS OBA, 1955-1957

Mr Cecil Wong, President,
ACS OBA, 1958-1960

Mr Tan Boon Chiang, President,
ACS OBA, 1961-1963

ACS OBA Committee 1963/1964
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Mr Yong Ngim Djin,
longest-serving Old Boy, and
President, ACS OBA,
1964-1966

Dr Ong Swee Law, President,
ACS OBA, 1967-1969
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Mr Alan Yeo, President,
ACS OBA, 1970-1972

Prof Seah Cheng Siang, President,
ACS OBA, 1973-1975

Dr Tow Siang Hwa, President,
ACS OBA, 1976-1978

Dr Albert Wee, President,
ACS OBA, 1979-1981

Dr Robert Iau, President,
ACS OBA, 1982-1984

ASC OBA Committee 1990 – Seated (L to R): Mr Noris Ong, Mr Victor Chia, Mr Glenn J. Knight, Mr S. P. Toh, Mr David Wong.
Standing (L to R): Mr Mervyn Taye, Mr Cecil Lim, Mr Eugene Fang, Mr Timothy Chew,
Mr Gerald Loong, Dr Ivor Thevathasan.
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DrMr
Wong
Robert
Nang
Iau,
Eong,
President,
President,
ACS
ACS OBA,
OBA, 1982-1984
1985-1986

Dr
MrWong
Lee Liat
Nang
Cheng,
Eong,President,
President,
ACS
ACS OBA,
OBA, 1987-1988
1985-1986

Dr Chen Choong Kong,
President, ACS OBA, 1989

ACS OBA Committee 2001/2002
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Mr Noris Ong, President,
ACS OBA, 1992-1996

Mr Victor Chia, President,
ACS OBA, 1997-2001
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ACS OBA Committee 2002/2003 – Seated (L to R): Dr Liang Hsueh Lin, Mr Chelva Rajah (President) and Dr Teoh Tiong Ann.
Standing (L to R): Dr Ang Peng Tiam, Mr Chew Kwee San, Mr Mervyn Lim Sing Hok, Mr Timothy Chew, Mr Lim Jen Howe and Mr Chandra Mohan.
Absent Members: Mrs Mildred Tan, Mr Albert Ng, Mr Benson Phua and Mr Keith Chua.

ACS OBA Committee 2007/2008 – Seated (L to R): Ms Pauline Khoo (Committee Member), Mr Lim Jen Howe (Treasurer), Dr Ang Peng Tiam (President),
Mr Benson Puah (1st Vice President), and Mr Chandra Mohan (Honorary Secretary).
Standing (L to R): Mr Rayson Seow (Committee Member), Mr Albert Ng (Asst Secretary), Mr Woon Chet Choon (Committee Member), Mr Jimmie Tay
(Committee Member) and Mr Cheo Chai Hong (Asst Treasurer).
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